Goooners

Taxonomy - Thought to be a cross between an Albatross (also called 
Gooney birds) and a Ptarmigan (a well camouflaged bird of the 
northern extremes related to chickens).

Description - No other bird is so completely white. They have long & 
slender wings, completely feathered feet (like snowshoes) that are 
sometimes glittery (or blue from the cold if there are no feathers), 
and a long bill slightly hooked at the tip.  They are relatively 
large birds.

Habitat - Mainly arctic tundra, especially around the North Pole.  
Occasionally found further south during the winter.  They usually 
prefer to keep to snowfields and oceans however.

Behavior and Life History - Very shy and reclusive for most of the 
year.  They are hard to spot as they are well camouflaged in the snow 
and ice of the extreme north.  Clues to help spot them are their call 
(see vocalizations) and Goooner sign which looks like glitter.  
Extremely large trees covered in glitter have been recently 
discovered and it is believed that these are possible roosting sites 
for Goooners due to the large amount of sign.  There is some evidence 
that Goooners are more active during winter, especially around 
Christmas.  It is believed that Goooners mark territory by leaving 
their glitter-like signs upon objects, especially rooftops.  It has 
yet to be shown that they will roost on roofs however. They are 
typically non-migratory birds, however they have occasionally 
demonstrated irruptive behavior.  They tend to irrupt to the south 
when Goooner populations are highest during Christmastime to find new 
territories to mark.  They have been known to avoid other Goooners 
except during the mating season when they tend to congregate to find 
mates and raise young.  The eggs are completely white with glitter 
spots and only one chick is raised each season.  Goooners mainly eat 
fish, but have been known to scavenge leftovers from Polar Bears and 
occasionally eat mistletoe and other plants. 

Artificial glitter can repulse Goooners from your property if it is 
in sufficient quantity to fool the Goooners into thinking a large 
dominant Goooner is present (hence the clean roof of the NP Glitter 
Factory).  They are capable of extremely long distance flight and can 
fly quite fast.  Goooners fly mainly at night and are especially 
active during snowstorms and blizzards.  They can glide very well on 
their long and slender wings, but they have troubles during take-offs 
and landings.  They can also walk fairly well on the snow due to 
their snowshoe-like feet.  Only known natural enemies are Polar Bears 
and sometimes men & elves.

Vocalizations - Call is a loud "Hoooaank."  There are slight 
variations. Birds that have visited the deep south during the winter 
sometimes sound like "Hoooaank, y'all."  There have been a few 
disputed reports of "Hoooaank, ay" from parts of Canada.
