Ruth Buerkle

Instructions -- Flowering Fruit Trees / spring or fall / on a base.
Supplies:

Styrofoam, coarse grained – approximately 12 -14" long, 5 " wide, 3/4 " thick. Cut in gentle curve or S" curve to fit the landscape.  
Ground cover, green (depending on the season)-- enough to cover the Styrofoam.

5-6 small stones or rocks 1" to 2".
One or two small bits of bark or sticks  3– 4".
Tube of caulk.
Green floral ribbon/wrap. (optional)

Spool of florist wire.
Black or brown marker or pen.

Small, colored baby's breath – pinks or reds with white, small leafed, slender stems 6 – 8" tall. 
Gather enough strands of colored baby's breath or similar delicate colored greenery to make a medium sized tree. Bind them together with floral wire leaving the top with enough flexibility to be gracefully loose, and the middle and bottom tightly bound. Wrap with green floral ribbon. When the size and effect is satisfactory, spread caulk up the length, covering the entire trunk of the tree, with some caulk gently touching the lower limbs as they branch out.  Make three (3) trees of slightly different size/shape, and stand up to dry. The bottom of the trees should be tightly bound, smooth and if possible come to a point to make it easier to push them into the Styrofoam. 
Using either brown or black marker, lightly draw vertical lines in the dried caulk, giving the effect of bark on the tree trunk. (Optional)  Insert the three trees into coarse Styrofoam equal distance apart following angle of Styrofoam.
Cover the Styrofoam with green ground cover, touch of bits of moss and thicken at base of trees to appear to be low bushes. Place rocks together as though boulders, and artistically lay one or two tree branch twigs on ground as though they've fallen. The entire section can be moved and placed in different areas of the display. Make two or three sections and blend into scenery.

